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[55] CHAPTER IV.

OF THE DEATH OF FATHER NOEL CHABANEL.

H ERE is the sixth victim whom God has taken to
himself from those of our Society whom he
had called to this Mission of the Hurons,—

there having been, as yet, not one of us who has died
there without shedding his blood, and consummating
the sacrifice in its entirety.

Father Noel Chabanel was the Missionary compan-
ion of Father Charles Garnier; and when the village
of saint Jean was taken by the Iroquois, there were
but two days in which they were separated, in
accordance with the orders which they had received,—•
our Fathers and I having thought it wiser not to
keep two Missionaries exposed to danger; consider-
ing, besides, that the famine in that quarter was so
severe that sufficient food for both could not be
obtained. But it was not God's will that, having lived
and been yoked together in the same Mission, they
should be separated in death.

[56] This good Father, then, returning whither
obedience recalled him, had passed through the Mis-
sion of saint Mathias, where were two other of our
Fathers, and had left them on the morning of the
seventh day of December. Having traveled six long
leagues over a most difficult road, he found himself
overtaken by night in the thick of the forest, being
in the company of seven or eight Christian Hurons.
His men were resting, and asleep; he only was


